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President Eisenhower sent a Special Message President Discusses 
to Congress on January 28 concerning the nation's Higher Education in 
school requirements. A large portion of the text Message to Congress 
reaffirms his support of Federal assistance to 
public primary and secondary schools for construction of needed buildings. 

The following section deals specifically with problems of education beyond 
the high school: 


If the States, localities and public and private educ&tional 
institutions are successfully to meet, in the next decade, the 
increasing needs for education beyond the high school, their effort 
must. begin now. The Federal Government, however, can take certain 
appropriate steps to encourage such action. 

Already the Congress has enacted legislation for long-term 
loans by the Housing and Home Finance Agency to help colleges and 
universities expand their dormitory and other self-liquidating 
facilities. 

Last year I appointed a Committee on Education Beyond the High 
School, composed of distinguished educational and lay leaders, to 
study and make recommendations in this field. The committee's 
interim report of last November delineates issues that should have 
the most careful attention. 

It pointed out that much more planning is needed at the State 
level to meet current and future needs in education beyond the high 
school. The Congress at the past session enacted Public Law 813, 
which authorized Federal funds to help the States establish State 
committees on education beyond the high school. The funds, however, 
were not appropriated. I recommend that the Congress now appropri- 
ate the full amount authorized under this legislation. 

The State committees can do much to promote discussion, define 
problems, and develop recommendations. Their recommendations, however, 
must. be supplemented by detailed plans to meet specific needs for 
expansion of physical facilities enlargement of faculties, and other 
adjustments which may provide new or different institutions. Such 
detailed planning requires the co-ordinated effort of both public 
and private education in each State--and time, personnel, and funds. 

I recommend that the Congress amend Public Law 813 so as to 
authorize grants to the States of $2. 5 million a year for three years 
for these purposes. 


The President's Budget Message, issued on Punds Asked for Committee 
January 16, gives more detailed information on pro- and State Planning Prograg 
posals mentioned in his Message on the Nation's 
School Requirements. 

A request for $300,000 for the use of the President's Committee on Education 
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Beyond the High School in fiscal 1958 is included in the budget of the U. S. 
Office of Education. 

It is expected that in addition, probably in February, there will be a 
supplemental budget request of $650,000 for fiscal 1957 to be used in grants to 
the States to encourage and assist them in setting up their own State Committees 
on Education Beyond the High School. This amount was authorized but not appro- 
priated by the 34th Congress. The States are expected to hold state conferences 
in the fall of 1957 as a follow-up to the five regional conferences this spring. 

Dr. Elvis J. Stahr, Jr., director of the President's Committee, states that 
the $300,000 appropriation requested for his Committee will be used as follows: 


1. To enable the staff to lend effective assistance to the States in 
starting their own studies of problems in education beyond the high school. 


2. To continue and to broaden the studies already under way by the 
President's Committee on Education Beyond the High School. 


3. To prepare the final report of the President's Committee, which is 
required by law to be submitted by December 31, 1957. 


4. To inform the American people of the problems in education beyond 
the high school. 


5. To prepare a "Case Book” of plans and ideas that have solved, or that 
give promise of solving, problems in education beyond the high school. 


Also under the heading, "Proposed for Later Transmission," the Office of 
Education budget includes the following: "Assistance to States for further 

lanning with respect to education beyond the high school, Office of Education 
== proposed legislation, 1958) . --Legislation will be proposed further to 
assist the States in developing programs to meet the increases in enrollment 

in institutions of higher learning and to implement the recommendations of the 


President "s Committee on Education Beyond the High School. A supplemental 
appropriation of $2.5 million is forecast." 


It should be noted that this projected legislation, while related to the 
work of the President's Committee, is not a part of the budgetary request for the 
Committee. The request for $2.5 million in fiscal 1958, with the anticipation 
of similar requests in 1959 and 1960, is intended to make it possible for the 
States to set up their own three-year programs beyond 1957, including the estab- 
lishment of committees or commissions on education beyond the high school. De- 
tails of the legislation have not been fully determined. 


More Funds Requested for The President's Budget Message also pro- 
U. S. Office of Education posed $7,500,000 for program and financ- 


ing of the U. S. Office of Education in 

fiscal 1958, an increase of $2,230,000 or 42 percent from the $5,270,000 budget 
estimate for 1957. 

The additional funds would provide 75 new positions (27 professional, 
17 research, 31 clerical), bringing total positions up from 564 to 639, and also 
would provide, among other expansions, an increase of $1,279,810 for cooperative 
research on educational problems with colleges, universities and state educa- 
tional agencies. Of the total of $2,300,000 budgeted for these research pro- 
jects, $1,500,000 is for the continuation of projects now underway, and $808,000 
is for new research surveys. 

All divisions in Educational Services would receive increases under the 
budget, the Division cf Higher Educational Institutions receiving the largest 
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percentage, up 65 percent from $283,600 to $470,000, with provision for 25 new 
positions. 

The President has asked for a 50 percent in- President Asks $30 Million 
crease in funds for the State Department's activities for International Education 


in International Educational Exchange. In his 1958 bud- 

get message he requested $30 million, as compared with the $20 million appropri- 

ated by Congress for 1957, and the $18 million for 1956. 
The President's message included this significant statement on the U. S. 

program of foreign information and exchange: 


"The intensified worldwide ideological conflict emphasizes the im- 
portance of the role of both the Government and private organizations in 
exchanging information, persons, and ideas abroad. Overseas information 
services and cultural exchanges are designed to facilitate sympathetic 
understanding of American life, culture, and institutions by other peoples. 
Another major role of these programs is to demonstrate to the people of 
other nations the way in which American policies and objectives are in 
keeping with their own aspirations. 

"This budget recommends that expenditures in the fiscal year 1958 
for the entire range of foreign information and exchange activities-- 
including exchanges under the Fulbright and Smith-Mundt legislation, and 
cultural and trade fair programs abroad--be increased by 42 million 
dollars over the 1957 estimate. This will permit extension of this work 
within the free world, especially in Asia and Africa, as well as provid- 
ing more information to those peoples not yet free. Emphasis will be 
Placed on person-to-person contacts on both official and wofficial levels." 


The 84th Congress passed legislation author- Administration Requests 
izing $90 million to be used over three years in Medical Teaching Funds 


grants to medical and dental schools, hospitals 

and non-profit research organizations for the purpose of building research facili- 
ties. (See this Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 22.) Secretary Folsom, of the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare, had asked that funds be authorized for both 
research and teaching. 

The President's budget message for 1958 includes the following: "To help 
meet the critical need for more medical research scientists and other health 
personnel, the recently enacted legislation for construction grants for medical 
and dental research facilities should be amended to include teaching facilities. 
New obligational authority of 15 million dollars is recommended for this purpose. 
First-year expenditures are estimated at 3 million dollars." 


An increase of $25 million for the National Science Foundation 
Science Foundation, or a total of $65 million for May Get $65 Million 


fiscal 1958 as compared with the $40 million 
appropriated in 1957, is recommended in the President's budget message. The 
appropriation in 1956 was $16 million. 

In making the recommendation for this increase the President said: "This 
will enable the Foundation to deal more effectively with two problems of national 
importance in the field of science. First, only a very small proportion of the 
billions of private and public funds devoted to research and development is for 
the basic research on which progress in the applied scientific fields of health, 
industrial technology, and weapons development depends. The Foundation will 
increase its grants for basic research projects and for special research 
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facilities. 

“Second, to help overcome the acute shortage of skilled scientists and 
engineers, the Foundation will make a major effort to improve training in 
science, particularly by increasing the number of qualified teachers, by 
interesting a larger number of able students to enter scientific careers, and 
by granting fellowships to graduate and post-doctoral students.” 


Action is Probable on The probability that some action may be 
ROTC Facilities Bill taken by Congress this spring to provide 


funds for ROTC facilities was increaséd 
on January 22 when Congressman James E. Van Zandt of Pennsylvania introduced 
H.R.. 3419 for this purpose. The contribution of a military department would 
not exceed 50 percent of the cost of construction, and the total amount con- 
tributed is limited to $175,000 unless the institution has more than one ROTC 
unit or has a unit comprising more than 300 students. No provision is made 
for retroactive payments on construction completed since World War II, but 
Congressman Van Zandt has indicated that this matter will be considered when 
the bill reaches a hearing before the House Committee on Armed Services, of 
which he is a member. 

Congressman Van Zandt says that he introduced the bill and requested 
immediate comments from the Department of Defense because he has become impatient 
with the Department's delay in presenting its own version of the legislation. 
Details of the bill will be considered by the Council's Committee on Relation- 
ships of Higher Education to the Federal Jovernment at its meeting on March l. 


Some States Must Act A recent letter to governors of all the 
on Surplus Property states by the secretary of the Governors 


Conference points to the possibility that 
some states may lose the right to continue participation in the Federal Surplus 
Property Program unless immediate action is taken by the legislature. This letter, 
dated January 11, says in part: 


"We should like to call your attention to the circumstance which will ter- 
minate the program in your state unless appropriate action is taken to comply 
with Public Law 655 (84th Congress, 2d Session). 

"Public Law 655 provides that transfers of surplus property must be made 
to a single state agency designated under state law for distribution of such 
property in the state for all the purposes for which donations may be made. Each 
state must have taken action to establish the single state agency for the pur- 
pose no later than 90 days following adjournment of the next regular session of 
the legislature beginning after August 1, 1956." Enclosed with the letter was a 
suggested model act drafted by the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

Since educational institutions have been among the recipients of Federal 
surplus property, it is highly important to them that their states take the 
proper steps to provide for continuation of the programs. Further information 
can be secured from Frank Bane, secretary, Governors Conference at 1313 East 
Sixtieth Street, Chicago 37, Illinois. 
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